E-Annex 16
E-Annex 16

[image: image1.png]Teesside
University




Student Learning & Experience Committee

	Course Design and Development

Support for Partner



	Document Owner:
Student Learning & Academic Registry 
Version number:
4.0
Effective date:

September 2023 (Academic Year 2023-24)

Date of next review:  
July 2024
This document is part of the University Quality Framework, which governs the University’s academic provision. 



Teesside University Learning and Teaching Approach

Excellence in learning and teaching at Teesside University is defined and empowered through Future Facing Learning (FFL) and driven by the Learning and Teaching Strategic Plan.  The strategic alignment of academic practice and enabling infrastructure, FFL has generated an unprecedented step change in the University’s institutional approach to the enhancement of learning and teaching and forms the foundation of impactful curriculum development and design.  The Academic Enhancement Framework (AEF) provides a mechanism through which Course Teams can engage meaningfully with FFL and other key strategic themes relating to the student experience.

The University’s approach to Partnerships, ensures that Partners have a compatible approach and offer the ethos, environment and resources for learning and teaching whilst complementing Teesside University’s aims, values, and mission.  With this in mind, the FFL and Academic Enhancement Framework outlined below provide a guide to the University’s expectations for Course Design, Development and Approval.
Future Facing Learning (FFL) 
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FFL is the distinctive pedagogic approach adopted by Teesside University.  FFL provides students with the skills, knowledge, and tools to thrive in complex and uncertain futures and achieve sustainable success within the global workplace.
Future Facing Learning consists of the following core themes:
· RESEARCH ACTIVE: Our students encounter the grand challenges of our time through research and professional practice.
· FUTURE READY: High quality, future ready graduates are developed through our commitment to industry relevance and entrepreneurship.
· GLOBALLY CONNECTED: Our students are globally connected through an internationalised curriculum and learning experience.
· SOCIALLY AND ETHICALLY ENGAGED: Our students engage meaningfully with social and ethical issues from local, national, and international perspectives.
· DIGITALLY EMPOWERED: Our students are digitally empowered with the skills and tools to deliver global impact.
Academic Enhancement Framework (AEF) 

Teesside University’s Academic Enhancement Framework (AEF) provides the structure through which FFL, and other key strategic priorities, are embedded within academic practice.  The AEF consists of the following themes:

1. Digitally Empowered

2. Future Ready

3. Globally Connected

4. Research Active

5. Socially and Ethically Engaged

6. Student Success 

7. Student Voice

8. Transitions

9. Wellbeing

Each theme is the subject of an AEF matrix which provides a set of key principles and outlines the trajectory from expectation through to excellence, further information can be provided by your Link Tutor.

A Course-First Approach
The University advocate a Course First approach to the design and development of curricula.  The approach places emphasis on the overall coherence and connectedness of learning outcomes and learning, teaching and assessment practices at the scale of the course.  Such a course-focused view helps to frame curriculum and assessment design to fully consider the learning journey and experience of the student.  There are three core considerations: 

	A
	Approach: Learning, teaching and assessment approaches and methods selected for best fit with course learning outcomes, including knowledge/skills development and learner autonomy. 

	B
	Balance: Course diet includes a variety of modes and methods of learning, teaching and assessment, providing an appropriate mix of formative and summative activities, paying particular attention to the quantity and timing of assessment to promote student learning development.

	C
	Coherence: Alignment of assessment, learning outcomes and teaching and learning activities is established and clearly communicated. Learning and teaching practices are consistent across levels of study and assessment and feedback processes are designed to create connectivity between modules and tasks across and along the entire course (vertically and horizontally).


The Curriculum Road Map 

The curriculum roadmap is designed to facilitate and support a course-focused approach to curriculum design and development, refer to C-Appendix 2 Guidance for Course Teams for the Validation of Courses.  The course first approach requires a strategic, collaborative and planned approach by course teams to ‘design in’ how the elements that make up the student learning and assessment experience support each other, and are structured to help guide students’ progression towards attainment of course learning outcomes.  

Supporting a Course First Approach: Stakeholders- Roles and Responsibilities 

The roles and responsibilities of key members of staff, as outlined within the Operations Manual, are involved in the process of developing new awards/courses and supporting the Partner.
Role of Students in the Course Design and Development 

A key principle of course approval activity is the engagement of students.  Under the QAA revised Quality Code, student engagement is listed within core and common practices. 

Under core practices, it states: 
‘The provider actively engages students, individually and collectively, in the quality of their education experience.’

While the following is a common practice in the Code: 

‘The provider engages students individually and collectively in the development, assurance and enhancement of their educational experience.’ 

As noted previously, the Student Voice forms a core theme of the Academic Enhancement Framework.
Therefore, the Course Approval Document (CAD) is expected to incorporate feedback and evidence from students on the design/co-design and development of the course(s).  Existing and former students should also be consulted, where available via focus groups or on-line mechanisms etc.  Consultation with current students can be facilitated via the Student Representative Scheme. 

Initial Development Support for Partners provides an overview of how Teesside University will support Partners through course design and development towards formal approval.
	Initial Development Support for Partners


	Typology / Scenario 
	Course Design/Review Event (CDE)
	Partner Review 
	Critical Read and Module Scrutiny Event
	Formal Validation Stage

	Recognition (Typology 1a & b)

	This category of typology is not approved through the timeline outlined within this document, please refer to Quality Framework, Chapter E, Section 6.

	Co-Delivery (Typology 2)

	Short Awards/
Course(s) and constituent modules written and developed by the Partner.
	Online resources available via Teesside University Student Learning & Academic Registry SharePoint site, with support from an identified Link Tutor.
	Partner Review all documentation prior to submission
	Event normally held at Teesside University, or via a digital communication method.
	Quality Assurance Authorisation Panel (QAAP)

Event normally held at Teesside University, or via a digital communication method.

	Short Awards/
Course(s) and constituent modules approved for delivery by the Partner, adding new location.
	Not applicable, as course in approval.


	
	Not applicable, as course in approval.


	QAAP

Consider documentation to approve new location.


	Typology / Scenario 
	Course Design/Review Event (CDE)
	Partner Review 
	Critical Read and Module Scrutiny Event
	Formal Validation Stage

	Franchised Provision (Typology 3)

	Partner seek approval to deliver an award(s) approved for delivery at TU main campus. 
	Not applicable, as course in approval.
Online resources to develop the Location Approval Document, with support from an identified Link Tutor.
	Partner Review all documentation prior to submission
	Where appropriate, event normally held at Teesside University, or via a digital communication method.
	Location Approval Event

Event normally held at Teesside University, or via a digital communication method.

	Partner develops new course and modules (e.g., TUCP).
	Online resources available via Teesside University Student Learning & Academic Registry SharePoint site, with support from an identified Link Tutor.
	
	Event normally held at Teesside University, or via a digital communication method.
	Course Approval via Route A 

Event normally held at Teesside University, or via a digital communication method.

	Course approved for delivery by a Partner, additional Partner seeking approval for delivery at their location/site. 
	Not applicable, as course in approval.
Online resources to develop the Location Approval Document, with support from an identified Link Tutor.
	
	Where appropriate, event normally held at Teesside University, or via a digital communication method.
	Location Approval Event

Event normally held at Teesside University, or via a digital communication method.

	Course approved for delivery by a Partner, who is requesting delivery at a new location/site.
	Not applicable, as course in approval.
	
	Not applicable, as course in approval.

Prepare site visit report and documents for consideration.

	QAAP

Event normally held at Teesside University, or via a digital communication method.


	Typology / Scenario 
	Course Design/Review Event (CDE)
	Partner Review 
	Critical Read and Module Scrutiny Event
	Formal Validation Stage


	Validated Provision (Typology 4)

	New course and constituent modules written and developed by the Partner.
	Online resources available via Teesside University Student Learning & Academic Registry SharePoint site, with support from an identified Link Tutor.
	Partner Review all documentation prior to submission
	Event normally held at Teesside University, or via a digital communication method.
	Course Approval via Route A 

Event normally held at Teesside University, or via a digital communication method.

	Course approved for delivery by a Partner, request received to deliver at a new location/site.
	Not applicable, as course is in approval.
	
	Not applicable, as course in approval.
Prepare site visit report and documents for consideration.
	QAAP

Event normally held at Teesside University, or via a digital communication method.

	Additional new specialist route requested for a course currently in approval.
	Online resources available via Teesside University Student Learning & Academic Registry SharePoint site, with support from an identified Link Tutor.
	
	Event normally held at Teesside University, or via a digital communication method.
	Course Approval via Route B 

Event normally held at Teesside University, or via a digital communication method.

	Study Abroad and Exchange (Typology 5)

	This category of typology is not approved through the timeline outlined within this document, please refer to Quality Framework, Chapter E, Section 9.


	Typology / Scenario 
	Course Design/Review Event (CDE)
	Partner Review 
	Critical Read and Module Scrutiny Event
	Formal Validation Stage

	Placement/Workplace Learning (Typology 7)

	New Course, linked to Apprenticeship Standard, developed with Partner (e.g., 2 years at Partner, 1 year at TU).
	Course Team attendance at workshop delivered at Teesside University, with support from an identified Link Tutor.
	Partner Review all documentation prior to submission
	Event normally held at Teesside University, or via a digital communication method.
	Course Approval via Route A 

Event normally held at Teesside University, or via a digital communication method.

	New Course, linked to an Apprenticeship Standard, developed for and by the Partner. 
	Online resources available via Teesside University Student Learning & Academic Registry SharePoint site, with support from an identified Link Tutor.
	
	Event normally held at Teesside University, or via a digital communication method.
	Course Approval via Route A 

Event normally held at Teesside University, or via a digital communication method.

	New course 1 or 2 year (e.g.: HNC/HND), developed by the Partner.
	Online resources available via Teesside University Student Learning & Academic Registry SharePoint site, with support from an identified Link Tutor.
	
	Event normally held at Teesside University, or via a digital communication method.
	Course Approval via Route A 

Event normally held at Teesside University, or via a digital communication method.

	Course in approval, adapt to Apprenticeship or creation of a new route for a Partner (Route B).

	Not applicable, as course in approval.
	
	Event normally held at Teesside University, or via a digital communication method.
	Course Approval via Route B

Event normally held at Teesside University, or via a digital communication method.


	Typology / Scenario 
	Course Design/Review Event (CDE)
	Partner Review 
	Critical Read and Module Scrutiny Event
	Formal Validation Stage

	Course approved for delivery by a Partner as an apprenticeship, request to deliver at a new location/site.
	Not applicable, as course in approval.
	Partner Review all documentation prior to submission
	Not applicable, as course in approval.
Prepare site visit report and documents for consideration.
	QAAP

Event normally held at Teesside University, or via a digital communication method.

	Dual & Joint Awards (Typology 8a & 8b)

	Course(s) and constituent module(s) written and developed by the Partner.
	Online resources available via Teesside University Student Learning & Academic Registry SharePoint site, with support from an identified Link Tutor.
	Partner Review all documentation prior to submission
	Event normally held at Teesside University, or via a digital communication method.
	Course Approval via Route A 

Event normally held at Teesside University, or via a digital communication method.

	Remote Delivery (Typology 9)

	New Course(s) and Module(s) created by TU for delivery at a Partner location (UK or TNE).
	Course Team attendance at workshop delivered at Teesside University, with support from an identified Link Tutor.
	Partner Review
 all documentation prior to submission
	Event normally held at Teesside University, or via a digital communication method.
	Course Approval via Route A 

Event normally held at Teesside University, or via a digital communication method.



	Typology / Scenario 
	Course Design/Review Event (CDE)
	Partner Review 
	Critical Read and Module Scrutiny Event
	Formal Validation Stage

	Course(s) and Module(s) approved for delivery at TU main campus, TU team seeking approval to deliver the approved award at Partner Location (UK or Overseas).
	Not applicable, as course in approval.

Online resources to develop the Location Approval Document, with support from an identified Link Tutor.
	
	Event normally held at Teesside University, or via a digital communication method.
	Location Approval Event

Event normally held at Teesside University, or via a digital communication method.

	Research (Typology 10)

	This category of typology is not approved through the timeline outlined within this document, please refer to Quality Framework, Chapter F.
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